Section 3EVo)

demnable in cases of Pikpach Mefesh. {Regarding the guidelines for
Pikuach Nefash circamstances, seg F below.)

c-1) Soaking burning cloth

One is permitted to drench the unburnt areas of
cloth with wine, sods, tea, or simitar colozed (or dirty)
liquids in order to inhibit the spread of the Hames.”
Under these urgeat citcomstances, indirect Mechabeh
is permitted *®

Use of waler or clear liguids showid be avgided
{tmless other Auids are unavailable) becayse soaking
the fabric in water may be the Melocho of Mejabain
{Scouring).”® However, if paper caught fire, wetting it with water is allowed
because paper is not subject to Melakain {see Melabain, Chapter IT; A/b),#

€-2) Placing <ontainers of waler near the flames

One may also set pitchers or Elasses fiiled wish
water adjacent to the flame so that they will burst as
the heat of the fire draws closer, and douse the
flames #Paper cupg oo ot Guyy Fiited with liquid
may also be brought near the fire and allowed 1o
collapse and spil their contents for the same purpose, ™

c-3) Removing the hurning cloth )
If the burming cloth can be moved safely, some suggest that it may be bronght

toan empty (metal) bathiub where itean be contained and allowed to harmlessiy .

burn itself out™ Also, as mentioned above {c-1). colored Tiquids, e.g. soda,
drinks, wine, tea, efc. can be poured on the cioth pear {Emt not on) the Tames to
help contain the fire, (See also Gib: i belaw)
NOTE: This i cnly a Halachic soggestion; Fhe idea of transporting a
bumning tablectoih to a betirtub {or oider fre-resistant areat mav mod
cwteur with the advice of Fre Prulessicnals, in any case, it shourd not
be atternpied unless the fire is 21! very smalf and the destination iz close
by. Gme must also be certain ihat nothing elge (e.g. curiains, fornitiere,
ete.} will cateh Fire while fhe tallcloth &2 being moved.
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Ii should be emphasized that in a Halachic eontext, rest_arting o this
procedure is only necessary i rere cases where a hoose fire wonld not
be a Piknach Nefesh sifuation. {See Fia and Fib-1 below)
The "lefchter" {candetabrum) and any other Muktza objects may be taken
from the table in order o facilitate removal of the burning tablecloth.*

¥} Fire Emergencies

a) Threat tolife {Pikuach Nefesh)

In times of emergency, when there is Pikuach Mefesh (threat to life),
performing any and every Melocho is not only permitted but s even a sacred
obligation and a great Mitzvah. This is true even where there is only a remote
possibility of Plkuzch Mefesh, The prohibitions of Shabbos and Yom Tov do not
take precedence over preservation of life ™ In fact, any hesitancy in the face of
mortal danger (Pikuach Nefesh) is a serious transgression and is equated with
the taking of an innocent life ™ Consequently, the swifter the action, the Ereater
ihe Mitzvah.

Mote: One who violates the Shabbos 1o save a liz, fulfills & great Mitzvah,
and is to be praised: .

* Even if others arrived at the scene before him.”

* Even i it I3 later revealed that there was never a danger.” ;

= Everif the efforl was nnsoccessful™ "

There is genera] agreement among Poskim that one may assume that a house
fire poses a threat to life, unless one &nows Jor a fact that there is no danger to
iife (e.g. there is no one left in the house).*

This means that if a house is on fipe %™:

» Children may immediately be carried outdoors even where there is ap
"Ryt

= Thke pkone may be uved o call ihe fire depariment, doctor, ambuiance.
TAlra 22 Mafer, Chaprer B2, B'b ang Ca

+ Flames may be extinguished divecily i necessary to save haman Life {even
if the danger is remote; se aizo G-I forther)”. .

* Medicloes may be abtained and adminkstered ™
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‘These activities should mot be performed by a child or non-Jew, unless it is
certain that this will cause no delay. If it is absalutely certain that the same thing
could be just as quickiy and efficiently accomplished with a child or non-Jew,
they should be asked Enstead.““{ﬂﬂgarding fire emergencies in public areas, sce
He).

b) Fires that are definitely not life-threatening

b-1) Extinguishing the hlaze

A3 a general nule, one may not direcily extinguish a fire if it poses absolutely
Her threat fo Jife even if he stands to Tose his entire fortune ¥

» Exampfe:

I omne fnows for afoct that his burning hozse or buitding was completely
evacuated and com see o Pikuach Nefesh threat fo any other dwellings, he
Tosy not pour waler on the fire, or spray it with a fire exlinguisher or
garden hose,

1: Most Bouse fires are Pikuach Nefosh and may be it g5t on Shahhas

It should be amphasized, however, that most fome Sire-emergencies are
Pikuach Nefesh sitwatfons, This means that it is asualiy permitted o put out a
sudden five immediately and directly. :

Most house fires are Pikuach Mefesh because it is rare that ong can be
immediately certain that a home or building threatened by fire can be quickly
and safely evacuated without any dangerous ramifications. This is especiaily true
in large cities because:*™

* 1: City residents are housed in !a rge apartment bailicgs and
multiple-dweltings that are ditfiecit or impassible to safely evacuafe.

+ 1, Buildings and structures are close 1o each afher, thereby speeding the
spread of fixe and increasing its danger.

= i Undce & city or any part of it is ablaze, it is inevitablo that at least sone
individuals will be caught in the Tames and wnable to escape.
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2: Buburban and ruraf areas, seciued bungalows, sheds, warehoures, eir.

However, in some suburban and rural communities, these dangers are not as
apparent. There are fewer multiple dwellings, and the homed and buildings are
set far apart. Even so, a house firs in these communities is often permitted to be
put out divectly on Shabbos because Pikuach Nefesh situatiuj;s commoitly exist
when there is a fire, even in these sparsely populated areas. This js particularly
true if! .

* 1}The homeis a multiple-family oait {iwo or more Bmili ) because one

eannot account for every resident ar visicor who may be illth_e building.*®

. I}f’l;]li[e are smal! ehildven in the house who might ndi be evacuated

safely.”™ :

* 3} There are elderly, infirm, or il persons in the hagse wHo might not be
evacoated quickly and safely*
¢ 4) The weather is inclement {e.g. cald, met) znd pErsons &I.zaping the fire
will be unable to dresy properly and may scecumb {in the short or
iong-term) to the elements. ™

However, if one knows for a firc that there is no danger & human life if the
house goes ablaze (e.g. there are only adults present who can| safely leave their
rural or cuburban, sinale family boms o 5 oy Uidimnily dpuced ivm omer
homes), he may not put out the fire direetly, Simitacly, a fire in 4 sccluded counkry
home, bugalow, shed, warchouse, ete. where there |3 clearly(no reason to fear,’
that it will spread dangerously out of control may nat be put cut directly if.
everyone was evacuated. One may also net call the fire depariment in this case,
aor may he explicitly instruet a nen-Jew to gxtinguish the bl

However, he may notify 2 non-Jewish neighbaor of the fire, and may even
indcate, indirectly, that the non-few will be rewarded for lling for help or
extinguishing the flames{e.g., by saying “Whoever calls the fi department will
not be unrewarded ). 4%

> Note:

#ome Rabilonim permit puning out an unceatroiled fire i any ¢iy ar
suburban aeighborhosd (but oot secluded bungalova, sheds, ete. in
rural areas) because of the possibility that the five ma spread to
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neighboring homes and vesnlt in s Fikuach Nefesh situation, Similarly,
one is permitfed fo telephone the fire department according o this view,

Somee prominent Robbonim in the Mo ey commurnty {Rackiond Corniy,
NEY hevwe ruded thar one may it ot any unconfrolled five in one s home in
that disirice, ™ (1t shonid be noted that fire professionals have siated et o
komase fire in afmost any nefghborhocd in that area could possibly apread o
oifer homes fe.g shaokng sparks, debris, 2 ), depending o prevaifing
wind ane weather conditions, and other Jaciors that are difficedt to predice,

When vsing the telephone to repozrt a fire in
sush eases, the recefver should be removed with
a Shinui, fe.g. knocked off the feok) and dialed |
with a Shinaui {e.g. bulions pressed wilh bent
finger joint), or a child may be told to make the
call. If ihere is no lime, the cgll should be made
in the tormal fzshion,

{Homeowners shonld consolt ihe Rabbonim in
iheir comnaumity for Halachic rolings refevand to their particular reigh-
borheed.)

b-2} If there are Seforim and Mezuzos that may burn

Une may not put out a fire directly {in cases that are clearly not Pikuacl
Mefesh} even to save Seforim {Torah serolls or books) and Mezuzos, However
one i3 permitted to tell a non-Jew to put out the fire ¥ :

Based upon this principle, it is the accepted custom to instruct & non-Jev
dizectly to put out any fire, since almost every home has Seforim that are tod
numerous to remove safely and are consequenthy in danger of being destroye
in a fir, 7

> Exampie:
Ooe may ron to a non-Jewish neighbor and fell him o put ont the Bre
in bis anocenpied rural home, or ask him to call the fire department,
Dne sheudd act call e fire 4 Eperinzent kimsell ¢ suve ihe eforim ik
there is no gquestion af Piknach Nefeosh. (However, see Note in b-1 abave)

Inall instances, once the firg doparbmert arrives, they may be allowed to put
out the fire and save any possessions. %
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b-3) Saving possessions (in the case of a fire that is ot life-threatening)

The Sages, in their profound wisdom and understanding of human nature,
recognized that people often panic in sudden emergeneics, and act rashly,

This is especiaily irue with respectto a rerson’s worldly possessions. In the
panic and confuzion of the metment, one is liable to forget hinsetf, and transgress
a Melocho M’ deoraisa if not emotionally restrained. Itis tikely that one’s total
engrossment with saving his possessions will cause him to forgetcompletely that
itis Shabbos, and in a panic, he will douse the flames or do other forbidden acts,
Topratectthe sanctity of Shabbos in such emergencies, the Sages imposed sevens
limitations, forbidding one from saving his possessions in a fire. ™ Therefore:

1: One may mot 12ke possessions fron: the house or hoilding to the sireet
(ever if there s a city-wide Eruv), but he tiay bring them o his fenced-in
I:ael-:yar«:l.s2

2: One may not save afl of his foed, but only what he needs for the
remainiog Shabbes meals, ™ {However, otheza may save any unlimited

ameonnt, se2 helnw.}s‘*

J: Ome may save clothes by wearing them two or three at a time™ (even
where there isno Eruv). ™ He may reneat this by retorning manx times

Thess reatfictions apply only to the swner and his tamily, However, friends
and neighbors may save any possessions without restriction, although the owner
may not ask (hem to do so on his behalf. ™ In fact, whatever the neighbors save,
techaically belongs to them,” However, one who refuses to retumn the items is
not praissworthy,

b-4) Saving a Sefer Torab, Tefillin, Siddurim etc.

Allhough saving one's ordinary possessions is prohibited, he may save hia
Sefer Torah, Tefillin and Seforim®and bring thein cut 1o his enclosed yard or
property. = If there is no Eruy, he may ask a non-Jew to kake it out, or to put out

the fira 1 save hese bale friny Jesin

a1
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4} Ifa candle is leaning ang about ko fap

Even ifa Shabpos candle is leaning Precariously and fhere s fear that jt will
il upom the table or flogr and Dossibly cagge 5 fire, one may hringa Eletz] oy
(which is nat Muktza) to eatgh the burning candte. ' 1 this |

18 Mot adequate, ope
may instruci a child 1o being a plate of Water near the basg of

catch and extinguish the cangje as it falls"™

the candle stick 1
{see also Sogsajy Eb-2,

» Exampie:

Die who hag Lecite {acrylic) eandlesticks, ang forgot 1o gae metad
baolders for ihe candles, may remoyg the candleaticks H it is elear thas
they will mej; 20d possibly capge a firg, {Obvigasly, opg mnat take
Precantioas befpre Shabbos 0 prevent ihi .

ifrone of ihe ahoya opitions are available, one MRy remove the candle and

bring it to a safe place, '3 {Regarding the removing of g fi Menorah away from
CUItaing ete. see Mavier Chapier 1, Db,

€] Fire emergencies in gy aparinient building, Shed, ete,

It must be emphasized fhag any Halachig delays angd Brecautions that one

mmight take jn fire emeTgencies should sepep be gitempied where there iy any

tHrear 1o fife, This i Particuiariy frq when a fire suefdenly banal - in a
erowded nohli- a2, Suihiasg Shu{{s:magﬂgue}, Yemiva}mapanmentbui!ding.
In such cases, 5 Tmoment of hesitation can result in sengeloss tragedy, hecause it

is impossibie 1o ascertain (beforehand) that these bufldings can be thoroughty
and safely ev¥acuated,
For example, 3 fire jn g Apartment of 5
Tight away beeause it is possible (has not
to leawe (he building Quickly and yaf;
children, ie elderly, e infirm, ete.)

Morcover, even if everyone could pe evacvated quickly (e.g. singie family
home in niralares), itimay siili bep-ennjttedloexﬁn i i

For example, if the fire occurs in the wintg

a2 small childran op elderly peopie, because they may suffer il effepte fom
ERPOsULe o the outdnare shas TR N ma e div-ibreatening, * Swif action

large buitding may be put ong
all of the resiengs will be sble
by in the even or g fire fe.g. smal
t
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T . e with
endable in thess life threatening situations, whils delaying wi
is therefore comuem, life thr
Ea!aehic precautions is reprchensible,

» Example: g . "
gregations it is customary to place lit candliilnnft;] e
P c::a certain shulit happened that one uflile.tan ES 1 during
l'lﬂﬂﬂ'fl}- evening Davening, The shul, which was 1|1 a I:sm;:m ];“m-
men;rge[;:inﬂ the candle fell onio a carpeted !‘[nnr which bega -
o & it was permitted to immediately dn-at_n}rihmgftn :;:T:ﬂ;m-
- Mﬂ:;::;udiug picking up the Eandge to put ik in a safe p
bazar : d
inguishi Idering carpet. -
extinguishing the smo - | . o
Ff a fire breaks out in a Yeshiva building or dormitory, cne is req
a fir ’
whatever i3 necessary to prevent any threat to life,

" » Example: | | )
ha ed that a small desk fan in a Yeshp_ra dor:;teuﬂr?]::::he
b u“etu pi?:zmuke on Friday aight. Someone quﬁdjdp
e i i s,
:;lg::u prevent a fire, bal was reprimanded ]Ij"_]ll.? _ ol S
RIS guick rinki raise:ihyti]enanmmuln SYITIZY
Hu““"ﬂ—!mq“-“:;n ml:f:ﬁ:lﬁ; dizcovered that leaving the fan on
warthy of emulaiion. ¢  Scovers }
conld have cansed a serions electri X . e buidig, sueh o
lier, if a fire suddenly breaks out in apu_bllc ui B such 552
IA.S Smt?;:ﬂm; building, one mustto do n:hateverlsneca:tssa. ?af.c o
: Ihis hudies extingnishing the flame directly {when it is i
danger'l T]uﬂi mf?re department quickly {by puiling thf_: fire at_ar;n :r alling by
o calln]]ﬁ’ (;:‘IE must act gquickly, because it is 1mp:;sli h;a:uahdl
Ph”'ne}-h d) that these buildings can be ihumug_]ﬂy and 5 ; ¥ e Sanger
EE:mf{:‘]:i’ﬂe - r, if one knows shsofately for cortafn that the fire pos
owever,  for e
‘io life, putting out the fire is not permitted.

= Exampie.

. tving in a defached heme In
. ith grown children Living in 2
. lllld; le.ag:f;:;r]r:;rﬂsﬂgﬂed subuskan community {e.g. honses are
A rueal OF W



