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SIMCHA GUIDELINES

Preamble
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In response to this call, we, the Rabbanim, Admorim and Roshei Yeshiva, with the help o
i:ac’!mhxp in tln broader community, have prepured guidelines for scaling downdtl},\c :itz':al:z
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guest ~ any aspect of a celebration if any detail of the guidelines is not hunored.
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responsibility. They will save the Torah community many millions of doﬁ’::imr:yn year, they

will restore sanity and fzenius 1o an area thet cries for it, relieve parents and other baalei

m’;a ?I umrhl'sublo financial burdens, and free badly needed funds for urgent personal
causes that are begging for life sustaining support. Above all, these guiclelines roflect

a nocessary measure of restraint and moderation in the character of a committed Jor.
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Guidelines

The celebration of a marriage usually begins with the announcement of the couple’s
engagenent to be married. Traditionally, a modest-scaled; intimate gathering including
immediate family and close friends of the chassan and kalic would take place and those
present would wish the couple and one another “L'dusim!” This has cwrently heen
embellished (but not superseded) by the Vort - a lavish, superflucus celebratior,
inconveniencing all concerned for no justifiable purpose.

As a prudent and sensible measure, the Vort must simply be abolished. The L'chaim (held on
the night that the engagement is arnounced) should also not turn into a Vert. Hence, a
L'chaim should preferably be held in the kalle's home with close family and a small number of
close friends invited, without the services of a party plarner or professional musicians,
accompanied with neither hot dishes nor flower treatments. In other words, it will simply be
a joyful L'chaim.

THE WEDDING

The most expersive and taxing part of the marriage celebration Is, of course, the wedding
itsqlf. The grand scale and grandiose embellislunents are not only dispensable, they are a
hindrance to earning Hashem's unconditional blessings. The sought-sfter aurn of tzemius is not
solely a function of clothing measurements. It is a matter of attitude. restraint and privacy.
This element of tzenius, compounded with a gevwiine outpouring of simehs, and tempered by
good sense were the hallmark of Yiddishe simchos hare in the past. They are the way chasunos
are generalty still celebrated in Erets Yisronl, Burope, and many communities azyoss America.
Itis our hope to recapture this by recognizing that the most important part of the chasuna is
to join in celebrating this new Bayis Ne‘sman beYisroel with rekida and neging - singing and
dancing with joy: The highlight of the chasuna should therefore be the Simchas Chassan
V'Kalla. The actual seuda should be meant for ﬂnh\ﬁmandrdcofdmhmﬂyandﬁw\ds.

With this in mind, there is a ceiling of 400 invited guests seated at the chasuns seuda. Even this
figure should be viewed a3 an accommadation of extraordinary circumstances. The aspired-
for norm is meant to be appreciably less. This number includes relatives, friends {including
the friends of the chassan and kalls), and business acquaintances. Children under 16 years of
age are not included in this figure.

The Kabbolas Panint/$morgasberd for both the chassan and kalla is to be kimited to simiple
cakes, fruit platters, a modest cold buffet, and no more than two standard hot clishes.
* Waiters offering hors d’oeuvres would be considered one of the two hot dishes.

The menu for the seuda is limited to a plain a T, soup and chicken or fish mai
course with two standard side dishes loubwc:?;‘::tmplepdmm ti.c ic::. m;:l‘:-n ora

slice of cake).
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There is to be no Viennese table and no bar. Baverages, of course, can be served on each table,
with wine and liquors on the men’s tables.

BAND

A one-piece band is strongly recommended, with a imit of no more than four musicians.
A vocalist may be added.

FLOWERS, CENTERPIECES, FRUIT BASKETS AND CHUPA DECORATIONS

Every effort should be made to keep these st a minimum. The total cost of these items for the
entire wedding shall not exceed $1,800. This, as mentioned above, should be viewed as a
ceiling, not the norm. Centerpieces are to be limited to the women’s tables. It js strongly
recommended that centerpieces and chupak decorations be rented from a G'mach.

SIMCHAS CHASSAN V'KALLAH

The primary celebration at the chasuns should take place after the entire meal is served
without undue interruption, at which point more guests can be invited to joln in the simcha,
A modest assortment of plain cake, fruit, drinks and hot kugels (no meat or fish dishes) may
be served to these additional guests.

tTead

These guidelines are only meant as a beginning. The same sense of restraint, modesty and
concomitant focus on inner values should be evident in all aspects of the chasung, beginning
with the Aufruf, through the various Sheve Brachos, as well as the types of gifis exchanged
between the chassan and kalle, which have continued to escalate until they have reached
unheard-of-heights.

Specinl mention must be made of exorbitant sums spent an clothing for the niechutanim and
immediate family, some of which are purchased, or made to order for only one wearing.

This call for re-evaluation of how we celebrate our chasungs should apply to all joyous
occasions, Shalom zachar celebration, vach-nachts, brissen, and bar mitzves should also be
informed by restraint and a focusing on the p’nim - the Torah value system by which we Live.

Moreover, it would be very much in place to reexamine the general emphasis we have been
putting on extravagance, opulence and elegance. We reject these excesses not only because

they overburden baalei simcha financially, exert unbearable peer pressure and generally are
misap!:rupﬂntion of our community”s rogources. Primarily, wc s?\?:ld rejoct 1:5:11- bm:{m )
they simply detract from the ultimate purpose of our existence.
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There is room for us to experience growth and expansion - in the spiritual core of our lives, in
the Jewish essence of all that we do. It should become evident in the way we furnish and

decorate our homes, and how we comport ourselves in general. Our beginning place,
however, is our sinichos.

If we begin by making the neshama of our simchos the area of our greatest concern and the
target of our supreme efforts, we can then hope that the Ribbono shel Olam will respond by
granting us many, many more similar occasions for celebrations, and hopefully the direction
of the rest of our lives will follow suit. ' :

Summary of Simcha Guidelines

* No vort

* Limitation on smorgasbord

¢ Ceiling of 400 guests seated at the chasuns

» Limitation on menu and dessert

* No bar

* No Viennese table

* One-piece band recommended; no more than four musicians
¢ Limitation on centerpieces, chupa decorations and flowers

» Expanded simchas chossan v'kallak with limited snacks

TOTAL P.24



