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The sz_lmud Yerushalmi on Kodashim

Rabbi Yosef Gavriel Bechhofer, Editor, Or Shmuel Rosh Kollel, Frumi
Nobile Night Kollel of Hebrew Theoclogical College.

It seems clear from the Rishonim that they had access to the
Talmud Yerushaimi on Seder Kodashim. In the introduction to his
commentary on the Mishnah, the Rambam states explicitly that on
the first five sedarim, both the Talmud Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi
are extant. During the course of time, however, the Yerushalmi on
the entire seder of Kodashim was lost, and for several hundred years
no manuscript on this seder was known to exist, {See the introduction
of Rabbi Mordechat Zev Segal of Lvov to the Zhitomer [1866] edition
of the Talmud Yerushalmi)

In the vear 1907, however, a mysterious person suddenly appeared
in Hungary, cailing himself Rabbi Shlomo Yehuda Algazi-Friedlander.
Rabbi Algazi-Friedlander j published what he claimed to be the
Yerushalmi on tractates Chullin and Bechoros, thus instigating a battle
royal amongst the Gedolei Hador. A personal account of this chapter
in the history of the Talmud was written by Rabbi Yekusiel Yehuda
Greenwaid of Columbus, Ohio, and printed in the Sefer Hayovel of
HaPardes (1953). Here is a synopsis of the story,

That year (1997), Rabbi Greenwald was learning in Chust, Hungary,
One day a guest appeared in the Beis Hamidrash who made an
immediate and strong impression. Yekusie] Yehuda - then a young
bochur — inquired after the identity of the visitor. The whispered
reply was, He is a ‘Sephardic rabbi who speaks only Hebrew with
a Sephardic accent and does not understand Yiddish. He wears two
Tefillin on his head [o prevalent practice then amongst Sephardim]
and his name is Yehuda Algazi-Friedlander. He has found the single
extant manuscript of the Yerushalmi on Kodashim. Yekusiel Yehuda
astked how he had accomplished this. He was told that Rabbi Algari-
Vricdlander’s brother had acquired it on a business trip to Izmir,
Hurkey. There the brother had borrowed ancient sefarim {rom the
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estate of Rabbi Yehoshua Beneviste, the author of a commentary on
the Yerushaimi calied the Sde Yehoshua, Amongst Rabbi Yehoshua’
sefarim was one received from a Portugucse marrano named Avraham
Hal.evi. Rabbi Halevi, who had returned to the fold in Constantinople,
originally purchased the manuscript from a priest in Barcelona, Spain.
Rabbi Algazi-Friediander delighted in his brother’s acquisition, which
he identified as the loag-ost Yerashalmi on Kodashim,

After davening, the visitor approached the Rosh Yeshiva (Rabbi
Moshe Greenwald), With great flourish, he produced copies of the
manuscript and Ietters of endorsement from Gedolei Yisrael. He brought
special attention to that of Rabbi Shalom Mordechai HaKohen of
Brezhoun, one of the foremost Talmidel Chachamim in Hungary. He
then requested a haskama (approbation) from the Rosh Yeshiva. Upon
reviewing the ¢vidence the Rosh Yeshiva rejected the request, stating
that this was not the genuine text. After great remonstrations, the
Sephardi left the Beis HaMedrash with a great show of anger.

Despite the Rosh Yeshiva's rejection, the young bochur was much
impressed by the visitor, and went to visit him at his lodging place.
Rabbi Algazi- Friedlander befriended the impressionable youngster.
This relationship afforded Yekusiel Yehuda an intimate opportunity
to later judge the authenticity of the Yerushalmi on Kodashim.

A few months later Rabbi Algazi-Friedlander printed the volume in
question {the first of two). The title page proudly extolled the work
and an added atiracfion of a commentary by the respected Rabbi
Shalom Mordechal. The editor of this major contribution to Talmudic
literature identified himself thus:

DHIIH TINAM DY0 TN 7DV 10 MIOON PINEDY DY BPOUNT MNP AN
ey
AT NN MINNT

In some cditions the second page bore a similar inscription printed
in German — with the added title of Doctor. There Rabbi Algazi-
Friedlander also thanked Dr. Solomon Schechter of the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York, Dr. Moses Goodman of Vienna,
and Rabbi Shlomo Buber of Lvov for providing him with funding.
Rabbi Buber {a pioneer in the publication of manuscripts) also
wrote a preface, citing the Rishonim who mention the Yerushalmi
on Kodashim. He also explained difficult passages and words. An
impressive areny of haskamos {oilowed: Rabbi Shalom Mordechai;
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Title page of the Talmud Yerushalmi on Kodashim






