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Josephus: Antiquities XII Ch. 7

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of the sacrifices of the temple for eight days, and omitted no sort of
pleasures thereon; but he feasted them upon very rich and splendid sacrifices; and he honored God, and delighted them
by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so very glad at the revival of their customs, when, after a long time of intermission,
they unexpectedly had regained the freedom of their worship, that they made it a law for their posterity, that they should
keep a festival, on account of the restoration of their temple worship, for eight days.

And from that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights. (Porta.)

I suppose the reason was, because this liberty beyond our hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the name given to that festival.
Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the city, and reared towers of great height against the incursions of enemies, and set guards
therein. He also fortified the city Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any distresses that might come from our enemies.

Timeline:
597: Exile of Yehoyachin (Bavel) ¢. 460: End of Prophetic Era (Malakhi)
586: Exile of TzidRiyah, destruction of the Mikdash (Bavel) c. 450: Ezra
539: Congquest of Bavel by Cyrus, leader of Persians and Medes 332: Congquest of Persian Empire by Alexander the Great
537-6: Beginning of restoration of Mikdash 164: Defilement of the Mikdash
536-518: Suspension of rebuilding 161: Ouster of Greeks, rededication

518: Rebuilding commences, completed in 515 BCE
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On the 23rd day of Marheshvan the Soreg was torn down from the courtyard (of the Temple compound)
On the 3rd day of Kislev the idols were removed from the (court?)
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1. Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of 1ddo, propﬁeszec{ to the Jews who

were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even to them. 2. Then rose up Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of God which is in

Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God helping them.
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10. On the twenty fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the Lord by Haggal the prophet, saying:
15. And now, I pray you, consider from this day onward. Before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of the Lord;  18. Consider
now from this day onward, from the twenty fourth day of the ninth month, from the day when the foundation of the temple of the Lord
was laid, considerit.  20. And again the word of the Lord came to Haggai on the twenty fourth day of the month, saying: 21. Speak,to
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the heavens and the earth; 22. And I will overthrow the throne of Ringdoms, and I
will destroy the strength of the Ringdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariots, and those who ride in them; and the horses and
their riders shall come down, everyone by the sword of his brother. 23. On that day, says the Lord of hosts, I will take you, O Zerubbabel,
my servant, the son of Shealtiel, says the Lord, and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you, says the Lord of fiosts.
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MISHNAH. THESE ARE THE FESTIVITIES OF THE IDOLATERS: KALENDA, SATURNALIA...
GEMARA. Said R. Hanan b. Raba: KALENDA is kept on the eight days following the [winter] solstice.
SATURNALIA on the eight days preceding the solstice. Our Rabbis taught: When primitive Adam saw the day
getting gradually shorter, he said, “Woe is me, perhaps because | have sinned, the world around me is being
darkened and returning to its state of chaos and confusion; this then is the kind of death to which | have been
sentenced from Heaven!” So he began keeping an eight days’ fast. But as he observed the winter solstice and
noted the day getting increasingly longer, he said, ‘This is the world's course’, and he set forth to keep an eight
days’ festivity. In the following year he appointed both as festivals. Now, he fixed them for the sake of Heaven,

but the [heathens] appointed them for the sake of idolatry.
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I Maccabees 4:41-55

Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he had cleansed the
sanctuary. So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had pleasure in the law: Who cleansed the
sanctuary, and bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. And when as they consulted what to do with the
altar of burnt offerings, which was profaned; They thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to
them, because the heathen had defiled it: wherefore they pulled it down, And laid up the stones in the mountain
of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them.
Then they took whole stones according to the law, and built a new altar according to the former; And made up the
sanctuary, and the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. They made also new holy vessels,
and into the temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of incense, and the table.
And upon the altar they burned incense, and the lamps that were upon the candlestick they lighted, that they might
give light in the temple. Furthermore they set the loaves upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished all
the works which they had begun to make. Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called
the month Casleu, in the hundred forty and eighth year, they rose up betimes in the morning, And offered
sacrifice according to the law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had made. Look, at what time and
what day the heathen had profaned it, even in that was it dedicated with songs, and citherns, and harps, and
cymbals. Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who had given
them good success. And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered burnt offerings with
gladness, and sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance and praise.

Il Maccabee 10:4-7s

When that was done, they fell flat down, and besought the Lord that they might come no more into such troubles;
but if they sinned any more against him, that he himself would chasten them with mercy, and that they might not
be delivered unto the blasphemous and barbarous nations. Now upon the same day that the strangers profaned the
temple, on the very same day it was cleansed again, even the five and twentieth day of the same month, which is
Casleu. And they kept the eight days with gladness, as in the feast of the tabernacles, remembering that not long
afore they had held the feast of the tabernacles, when as they wandered in the mountains and dens like beasts.
Therefore they bare branches, and fair boughs, and palms also, and sang psalms unto him that had given them
good success in cleansing his place. They ordained also by a common statute and decree, That every year those
days should be kept of the whole nation of the Jews.
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The actual birthday of Jesus was forgotten by the early Christian movement. in those days, various groups
celebrated his birth on JAN-6, APR-21 and MAY-1. By the 4th century, the church selected the approximate time
of the winter solstice as the date to recognize Jesus' birth. They picked up this date from Pagan sources. As luck
would have it, the autumn equinox might have been a more accurate choice.

The winter solstice occurs about DEC-21 each year. It is the day of the year when the night is longest and the
daytime shortest. Using the crude instruments available, ancient astronomers were able to detect by DEC-25 of
each year that the daytime had become noticeably longer. This date was chosen, and remains, the traditional
date for followers of many different Pagan religions to celebrate the rebirth of the sun. Following the solstice,
each succeeding day has slightly more sunlight than the previous day. It was seen as a promise that warmth
would return once more to the earth. Numerous pre-Christian Pagan religions honored their gods' birth or
rebirth on or about that day. Their deities were typically called: Son of Man, Light of the World, Sun of
Righteousness, Bridegroom, and Savior. Some examples are:

Roman Pagan Religion: Attis was a son of the virgin Nana. His birth was celebrated on DEC-25. He was
sacrificed as an adult in order to bring salvation to mankind. He died about MAR-25, after being crucified or
tree, and descended for three days into the underworld. On Sunday, he arose, as the solar deity for the new
season. His followers tied an image of Attis to a tree on "Black Friday," and carried him in a procession to the
temple. His body was symbolically eaten by his followers in the form of bread. Worship of Attis began in Ro
circa 200 BCE.

Greek Pagan Religion: Dionysus is another savior-god whose birth was observed on DEC-25. He was
worshipped throughout much of the Middle East as well. He had a center of worship in Jerusalem in the 1st
century BCE. Some ancient coins have been found in Gaza with Dionysus on one side and JHWH (Jehovah) «
the other. In later years, his flesh and blood were symbolically eaten in the form of bread and wine. He was
viewed as the son of Zeus, the Father God.

Egyptian Pagan Religion: Osiris is a savior-god who had been worshipped as far back as Neolithic times. "H
was called Lord of Lords, King of Kings, God of Gods...the Resurrection and the Life, the Good shepherd...the god who "
men and women be born again”" s Three wise men announced his birth. His followers ate cakes of wheat which
symbolized his body. Many sayings associated with Osiris were taken over into the Bible. This included:
23rd Psalm: an appeal to Osiris as the good Shepherd to lead believers through the valley of the shadow of
death and to green pastures and still waters

Lord's Prayer: "O amen, who art in heaven..."

Many parables attributed to Jesus.
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Worship of Osiris, and celebration of his DEC-25 birth, were established throughout the Roman Empire by tt
end of the 1st century BCE.

Persian Pagan Religion: Mithra was a Persian savior. Worship of Mithra became common throughout the
Roman Empire, particularly among the Roman civil service and military. Mithraism was a competitor of
Christianity until the 4th century. Their god was believed to have been born on DEC-25, circa 500 BCE. His b
was witnessed by shepherds and by gift-carrying Magi. This was celebrated as the "Dies Natalis Solic Invite," "
"Birthday of the Unconquered Sun." Some followers believed that he was born of a virgin. During his life, he
performed many miracles, cured many illnesses, and cast out devils. He celebrated a Last Supper with his 12
disciples. He ascended to heaven at the time of the spring equinox, about March 21.

The Babylonians celebrated their "Victory of the Sun-God" Festival on DEC-25. Saturnalia (the Festival of Saturn)
was celebrated from DEC-17 to 23 in the Roman Empire. The Roman Emperor Aurelian blended Saturnalia with
a number of birth celebrations of savior Gods from other religions, into a single holy day: DEC-25. After much
argument, the developing Christian church adopted this date as the birthday of their savior, Jesus. The people of
the Roman Empire were accustomed to celebrating the birth of a God on that day. So, it was easy for the church
to divert people's attention to Jesus' birth.

References: B.G. Walker, "The Woman's Encyclopedia of Myths and Secrets," Harper & Row, (1983)
http://www.religioustolerance.org/xmas_sel.htm

Christmas, Date of

Source: A. H. Newman, "Christmas,” The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia of Religious Knowledge, Vol.
3, p. 47. Copyright 1909 by Funk & Wagnalls Company, New York. Used by permission of Baker Book
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., present publishers.

Christmas: The supposed anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ, occurring on Dec. 25. No sufficient data
... exist, for the determination of the month or the day of the event... There is no historical evidence that
our Lord’s birthday was celebrated during the apostolic or early post-apostolic times. The uncertainty that
existed at the beginning of the third century in the minds of Hippolytus and others—Hippolytus earlier
favoured Jan. 2, Clement of Alexanderia (Strom., i. 21) “the 25th day of Pachon™ (= May 20), while others,
according to Clement, fixed upon Apr. 18 or 19 and Mar. 28—proves that no Christmas festival had been
established much before the middle of the century. Jan. 6 was earlier fixed upon as the date of the baptism
or spiritual birth of Christ, and the feast of Epiphany ... was celebrated by the Basilidian Gnostics in the
second century ... and by catholic Christians by about the beginning of the fourth century.

The earliest record of the recognition of Dec. 25 as a church festival is in the Philocalian Calendar (copied
354 but representing Roman practise in 336).

Christmas, Date and Origin of
Source: Francis X. Weiser, Handbook of Christian Feasts and Customs (New York: Harcourt, Brace and
World, Inc., 1958), pp. 60-62. Copyright 1952 by Francis X. Weiser. Used by permission of the publishers.
[p. 60] The early Christians, who attributed to Christ not only the title (Kyrios) but also many other honours
that the pagans paid to their "divine" emperors, naturally felt inclined to honour the birth of the Saviour. In
most places the commemoration of Christ’s birth was included in the Feast of the Epiphany
(Manifestations) on January 6, one of the oldest annual feasts.
Soon after the end of the last great persecution, about the year 330, the Church in Rome definitely assigned
December 25 for the celebration of the birth of Christ. For a while, many Eastern Churches continued to
keep other dates, but toward the end of the fourth century the Roman custom became universal.
No official reason has been handed down in ecclesiastical documents for the choice of this date.
Consequently, various explanations have been given to justify the celebration of the Lord’s nativity on this
particular day. Some early Fathers and writers claimed that December 25 was the actual date of Christ’s
birth...
[p. 61] It was expressly stated in Rome that the actual date of the Saviour’s birth was unknown and that
different traditions prevailed in different parts of the world.
A second explanation was of theological-symbolic character. Since the Bible calls the Messiah the "Sun of
Justice" (Malachi 4, 2), it was argued that His birth had to coincide with the beginning of a new solar cycle,
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that is, He had to be born at the time of the winter solstice... This explanation, though attractive in itself,
depends on too many assumptions that cannot be proved and lacks any basis of historical certitude.

There remains then this explanation, which is the most probable one, and held by most scholars in our time:
the choice of December 25 was influenced by the fact that the Romans, from the time of Emperor Aurelian
(275), had celebrated the feast of the sun god (Sol Invictus: the Unconquered Sun) on that day. December
25 was called the "Birthday of the Sun," and great pagan religious celebrations of the Mithras cult were
held all through the empire. What was more natural than that the Christians celebrate the birth of Him Who
was the "Light of the World" and the true "Sun of Justice" on this very day? The popes seem to have
chosen December 25 precisely for the purpose of inspiring the people to turn from the worship of a material
sun to the adoration of Christ the Lord. This thought is indicated in various writings of contemporary
authors.

It has sometimes been said that the Nativity is only a "Christianised pagan festival." However, the
Christians of those early centuries were keenly aware of the difference between the two festivals—one
pagan and one Christian—on the same day. The coincidence in the date, even if intended, does not make
the two [p. 62] celebrations identical. Some newly converted Christians who thoughtlessly retained external
symbols of the sun worship on Christmas Day were immediately and sternly reproved.

Christmas—Uncertainty About Date of Christ’s Birth
Source: Walter Woodburn Hyde, Paganism to Christianity in the Roman Empire, pp. 249, 250. Copyright
1946 by the University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia. Used by permission.
[p. 249] Uncertainty about Jesus’ birthday in the early third century is reflected in a disputed passage of the
presbyter Hippolytus, who was banished to Sardinia by Maximin in 235, and in an authentic statement of
Clement of Alexandria. While the former favoured January second, the learned Clem- [p. 250] ent of
Alexandria enumerates several dates given by the Alexandrian chronographers, notably the twenty-fifth of
the Egyptian month Pachon (May twentieth) in the twenty-eighth year of Augustus and the twenty-fourth
or twenty-fifth of Pharmuthi (April eighteenth or nineteenth) of the year A.D. 1, although he favoured May
twentieth. This shows that no Church festival in honour of the day was established before the middle of the
third century. Origen at that time in a sermon denounced the idea of keeping Jesus’ birthday like that of
Pharaoh and said that only sinners such as Herod were so honoured. Arnobius later similarly ridiculed
giving birthdays to "gods.” A Latin treatise, De pascha computus (of ca. 243), placed Jesus’ birth on March
twenty-first since that was the supposed day on which God created the Sun (Gen. 1:14-19), thus typifying
the ""Sun of righteousness™ as Malachi (4:2) called the expected Messiah. A century before Polycarp,
martyred in Smyrna in 155, gave the same date for the birth and baptism placing it on a Wednesday
because of the creation of the Sun on that day.

http://www.nisbett.com/holidays/christmas_date and_origin_of.htm
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