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It is better for us to say that two Amoraim are having their own
argument about their own opinions, than to say that Amoraim
are arguing over one Amora. Meaning, it is more likely to say
that R. Yochonon and R. Yehoshua ben Levy are arguing
themselves—that each one says what the halacha should be in
his own opinion, so that neither one of them would be saying
something that [by necessity] is false, but "these and those are
the words of the Living G-d." But when we say that the
disciples of one mentor are arguing over what his words were,
one saying this, and one saying that, it seems that one of them is
lying or forgot the information he learned, something one
should refrain as much as possible from saying. And as Rashi
2"l explains.

And although here, nevertheless, R. Yochonon and R.
Yehoshua ben Levy are arguing over what Tannaim were
arguing over, this too is [merely] arguing over their own
opinions, for they did not learn [the correct understanding of the
Tannaim's dispute] from the Tannaim and did not receive a
transmitted report originating from them. Instead, each of these
Amoraim is saying what seems to him to be correct to say the
Tannaim are arguing over.
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