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Commentary and translation by Rabbi Doron Beckerman
Presentation by Micha Berger
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To the conductor: A song of David.
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Extricate me, O Hashem, from a wicked person. Protect me from a
man of depravities.
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Who scheme evil in their heart; every day they have war
within their dwelling places (Rashi).
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They sharpen their tongue as a snake; venom of vipers is
constantly under their lips (as they foam at the mouth spewing their rhetoric — Radak).
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Keep me, Hashem, from the hand of an evildoer, protect me from a man of depravity; those

who scheme to make my steps falter (and fall into their traps — Malbim).
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The haughty have set snares before me, and cords. They have spread out nets on the pathways
on which | tread. They have incessantly placed stumbling blocks before me (even after multiple
failures, they try again and again — Metzudos).
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| say unto Hashem, You are my Almighty! Hearken, Hashem, to the voice of my supplication!
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The Almighty, Hashem, is the strength of my salvation. You
have provided a shield over my head on a day of
armaments. (On the day they attack me with lances, Y,
arrows, and all manner of weaponry, You are a helmet of ’I'\S;N” W D’Pl{
salvation over my head — Radak.) : .' N a
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Do not grant, Hashem, the desires of the evildoers. Do not

allow his plots to come forth — may they elude him forever!
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""‘;._" " S ‘ A . 'l The leader of those who surround me, may the toil of
e 7 -“FE \‘ his lips engulf them.
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" P o downfall in fire, in deep ditches from which they will
never arise. (The ditches themselves will be full of fire,
from the coals that rain down on them from above — Malbim)
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A man of evil tongue shall not have a foothold in the land — evil will hunt down a man of
depravity for endless jostling.
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| know that Hashem will maintain the cause of the
poor, uphold justice for the destitute.
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Make haste! (Rashi) The righteous will give thanks to

Your Name — the upright shall sit before You (as they appreciate and recognize Your
Hashgachah Peratis — Malbim).
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* These six soldiers arrived to the Chaim Sheba Medical Center, Tel Hashomer this morning

“needing great rachamei Shamayim” according to a volunteer there. (Other sources of
information didn’t provide the same detail.)



