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Introduction toShaarei Yosher

by Rabbi Shimon Yehudah haKohein Shk8p '

Translated by Micha Berger
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eternal life within us, so that our greatg
desire should be to do good to others,| 1773W M’ MXI 1D .0°KI23T DY V77 P71 7720

individuals and to the masses, now and MR I 10 ,"1’317: DD’?.‘H" MNANRD 1POTT72
the future, in imitation of the Creatas it | MM >Tpa2 ThHA UMM PN >7Th2
were). For everything He creatednd LJI27Y 993,027 DAY 02IMNT 021007
formed was according to His Wi(lmay it
be blessexf, [that is] only to be good to the creations. So too His Will is that we walk in His
ways. As it says fiand 71yhatue, shh seledt of wizat He meide Hi s
should constantly holds our purpose to sanctify our physical and spiritual powers for the good

of the many, according to our abilities.
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! The original Hebrew read¥isbarakh HaBorei VeYis alah HaYotze€lo translate preciselyut less readably fiThe One
Who creates ex nihilo will cause Hims#dfbe blessed, and ti@ne Who gives Forrwi | | cause Himself to
The fact that these words are conjugated in the reflexive is worthy of contemplation. What does it mean that we are saying
these are things-@ will do for Himself? And if He wil be causing His Own blessing and exultation, what is He waiting for
before doing so?

Also, why does Rav Shimon pairé©s6 s abi l ity to makes something froxhasnot hi
the One Who gives those things form and functiming the same term Hebrew uses for a potter, with His being exalted and
Aupliftedo or firaisedd in some way?

Also note thathe initials of theopening dur words areY-HV-H, the Tetragrammaton. Aumber of texts begin similarly,
such as MMdishmioToialhersl6 t h e NesilascYbshdrid s

ZAl honorifics, such as fimay it b eappediretbesoegthdl asaacrahymé ofiay H
common idioms that the reader could read without losinig treen of thought. Since this impossible in translation,chose

to hereafter omit themfor similar reasonsi Moses our teachero or i Mo s elsisuadlyur t e
rendered simply AMoseso for readability.
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In my opinion, this whole concept i
i ncl uded imizvakfiaBseh ehnodl
| am BTthéMidrashdLeviticus, Emor,

ch.2Ysaysdout this ver
be 6Li ke Me?d This
am Holyd to teach t
yours. o And about

mitzvahof sanctity the Toras Kohanfhrhas
Adbe Thboel yddepar at eo.

his ommentary on the Torah, explains
length this notion of separation as it is staf
in this mitzvah that it is separation fromn
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excessive comfort and pleasiireven if they

are actions that are not prohibited to us. In one illustrative statement, &g that it is possible
for a person to be disgusting with [what would otherwise be] the permission of the Torah, see his

holy words there.

According to this, it would seem th
Midrash is incomprehensible. Wha
relevance does the concept of separat
have to being similar to the Holy? The
verse tells us with regard to this that H

Wi | | i s not l i ke t
[trul y] be OLiI ke
continues, 6For I F

sanctity ishigher thanyo u r K is dnore
difficult t o understand
hi gher t hBhis explanations is
incumbent upon us to understaindh truth
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there is some similarity in the holiness Fre

expects of us to HidHolinesg, except that His Holiness is more general and inclusive. If we say

that the essential idea of the holiness He demands(of thgs mitzvaho f

from the permissiblethatkind of holiness has nothing to do with Him.

3 Leviticus 19:2
* An early midrash

® After all, does Gd need to distance Himself from anything? Further, can anything contirexést if He were to distance
Himself from it?
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And so, it appears to my limiteg
thought that thisnitzvahincludes the entirg
foundation and root of the purpose of o
lives. All of our work and effort should
constantly be sanctified to doing good f
the community. We should not use any &
movement, or get benefit or enjoyment th
doesndét have in it
anotler. And as understood, all holiness
being set apart for an honorable purposs
which is that a person straightens his ps
and strives constantly to make his lifesty
dedicated to the community. Then, anythi
he does even for himself, for the health
his body and soul he also associates to
mitzvah of being holy, for through this h
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can also do good for the masses. Through the good he does for himself he can do good for the

many who rely on him. But if he derives benefit from some kind of permissé

t hi

ng th

needed for the health of his body and soul, that benefit is in opposition to holiness. For in this he

is benefiting himsel{for that moment as it

seems to hif but no one else.

In this way, the concept of
separation is aconsequence of the
underlying basis of thenitzvahof holiness,
which is recognizable in practice in th
ways a person acts. But with insight and t
calling of spirituality thismitzvahbroadens
to include everything a person causes
does even between him and i
Omnipresent. In relation to this, thi
holiness is comparable to the Holiness
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the Creator in whatever little similarity:

Just as the Act of the Holy One in all of creation, and in each and every moment that He
continues to cause the universexist; all His actions are sanctified to the good of others, so too
it is His Will that our actions be constantly sanctified to the good of the community, and not

personal benefit.
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HOWEVER, what of a person wh
decides to submerge his nature, to reac
high lewel so that he has no thought
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inclination in his soul for his own good TLRY PP PMPRY D) mIY? 2
only a desire for the good of others? In th NWYTP? I°T7 MINRW AN 1 9N LDINY
way he would have his desire reach t 02 NATIM A2 D2 DY MR LN RN
sanctity of the Creator, as His Desire in { »7?21 772 'I° MY¥¥? X1 X212 077 7
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world is onlyfor the good of the created 7”11 112 17 1971 ,Mn%Wa N°72N% ¥°20 17 737717
and not for Himself at all. At first glanc{ m»7a> 27NWa> 1% PRY X7 19 XYW 71 w2
one might say that if a person reached t 7T 7% 00 K127 YIS
level, he would reach the epitome of being
whole. But this is why our Sages of blessed memory teach us iMithiash that it is not so.
We cannot try to be similar to His Holiness in this respect.

For His Holiness is greate
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than ours. His Holiness is only fg
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ecause nothing was ever add el 2 ' ;
to or could ever be added to tH 119 777 070w LT IDINA IR NN X 32 PaAR 0081210
Creator through thactions He di | -XP27 DX WL 12 waY on L"onTp 7on" RpY M
or does. Therefore all His Desir| X? 77217 )10 7797 *Xa" >2%w 7772 "7md ¥72 nanx"
could only be to be good to th| ,7XY N2W DX D27P% QTIRD MNT *210 7772 22K " 1°2vn
created, but what He wants frot-
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which is hateful to you, do not do to your |

to place his own good first.
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asserting that in the very foundation ' !
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notion reveals how far the power or

l oving oneself goes, t h a t gaWfaunitpoEmeasare] ofihis owmo r e

making than [he would be of] twgavint hat ar e § evereifnfrom tbe Hand wfdhe
Holy Oneli if the present is unearned. From here it should beesalent that love of oneself is

®When faced by a moral dilemma in having to choose bet we
lifeforthe sake of another. Rabbi Agiva | earns t(hevitkus53¢gm t he
which implies that the obligation to save anotheris wigrehn e can t hen | ive Awith youo.

" i.e. the Kabbalists. Rav Shimon is quotiR@ b b i Mos he Chai mili& a38]Pischet GhakismalQoh.l4a 6 Ch
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