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Rochel and Esther- the hidden connection

The Gemara in Megillah (13B) says: “As a reward for the tznius which Rochel displayed, she merited to have Shaul descend from her. As a reward for the tzniut that Shaul displayed, he merited to have Esther descend from him”.

What was this special act of tznius that Rochel performed? The Gemara explains that Yaakov was supposed to marry Rochel. However, Yaakov was afraid that Lavan would trick him and try to substitute Leah for Rochel. To prevent this from happening, Yaakov gave Rochel a set of signs with which he would know if she was really Rochel. However, on the night of the wedding, Rochel realized that Leah would be embarrassed when Yaakov discovered Lavan’s treachery, and so in order to spare Leah any humiliation she passed on the signs to Leah. It was due to this act of selflessness that Rochel merited counting Shaul as her offspring.  The Gemara then asks, “and what was the tznius of Shaul?” To this the Gemara answers that when Shmuel Hanavi anointed Shaul as king, no one knew about it. Shaul’s uncle suspecting something, asked Shaul what was going on. Shaul gave him a vague reply and did not disclose that he had just been anointed king. The Gemarah says that it was in this merit that Esther was descended from him. The Gemarah then concludes (according to the girsah of the Bach), “What was the tznius of Esther? She didn’t tell Achashveirosh which nation she came from.”

There are several questions that can be asked about this Gemarah. First of all, why did the Gemarah attribute Shaul to Rochel’s merit?  Rochel had many illustrious offspring including her own son Yoseph, her grandchildren Ephraim and Menashe and even Yehoshua. What is the special connection that existed between Shaul and Rochel? Secondly, what exactly is the connection between what Rochel did to what Shaul and Esther did. We can understand why Rochel’s actions are so praiseworthy. After all she denied herself the right to be Yaakov’s wife in order to spare her sister from any embarrassment. However, what was so great about Shaul and Esther’s actions? The final question that can be asked is does this Gemarah have anything to teach us about Purim and our struggle with Amaleik?

In order to answer these questions, it is necessary to look more closely at what Rochel did. When Rochel chose to give over the simanim to Leah, what she was really doing was sacrificing her own personal gratification for the bigger picture. Rochel had waited 7 long years to marry Yaakov, yet she was willing to give up this right in order that her sister would not be embarrassed. Furthermore, she was also sacrificing  on a totally different level as well. If she had married Yaakov first, it is quite possible she would have given birth to Yaakov’s bechor. It would have been her son who would have been eligible to receive not only the Bechorah but also the Kehunah and the Melchah. (Reuvain had all three but he lost them when he switched Yaakov’s bed). However, in order not to embarrass Leah, she gave it all up. This is why Rochel’s actions were so praiseworthy. What Rochel taught us was that it is sometimes necessary to look at the bigger picture, rather than just concentrating on your own personal needs.

 It seems clear that the Gemarah picked on Shaul and Esther precisely because their actions mirrored the actions of Rochel. After Shaul had been anointed king, it might be expected that he would confide in someone. After all, he probably would have gotten immense satisfaction out of being able to tell someone his secret. However, even after his uncle specifically asked him what was going on, Shaul did not reveal his secret. In his humility he realized that this was not an appropriate thing to do. The “bigger picture” required that he keep the secret and not reveal it to anyone-not even his uncle. Esther too exhibited this middah. The Megillah relates that Mordechai commanded Esther not to tell Achashveirosh which nation she came from. The GR”A explains that Mordechai was afraid that Achashveirosh would be mad over the fact that Esther hid from him. If Achashveirosh were to find out that Esther belonged to the Jewish people, he might take his anger out on the entire Jewish nation. However, after Esther was chosen as queen, this fear no longer existed. It would have been safe for Esther to reveal her secret. Furthermore, not only was it safe, but she probably would have also been amply rewarded by Achashveirosh. Why was it then that she didn’t tell Achashveirosh where she came from? The GR”A answers that once she was commanded by Mordechai not to say anything, she was not going to tell Achashveirosh until Mordechai gave her the go ahead. Even though it seemed that the reason no longer applied, she felt she had to wait for Mordechai’s okay to do anything. We see that Esther was quite willing to forgo any personal gratification for something bigger. Although she would have received some very nice presents from Achashveirosh, she still chose to remain silent. As long as Mordechai felt the time wasn’t ripe to reveal her secret she was not going to tell anyone.

Besides possessing this middah of sacrificing one’s own gratification, there is also another connection between Shaul and Esther. Both Shaul and Esther were involved in fighting Amaleik. Shaul was commanded to defeat the entire nation of Amaleik while Esther’s battle was with Haman. It would appear that the reason they were chosen to lead their respective battles is precisely because of this midda that they both possessed. 

The Torah tells us that when Eisav came home from the fields, he approached Yaakov with a demand for some food. The loshon of the possuk is “Haliteini Na”. Why does the torah use this loshon of “Haliteini Na” rather than a more regular loshon of Achilah? The Ohr Gedalyah (Chelek Shemos on Chodesh Teves) explains that the word “le’ita” has a different connotation then the word “achilah”. The Torah teaches us that when we eat, sleep or partake in any worldly pleasures, one should do so with a higher purpose in mind. Our eating should not just be a way to satisfy our hunger, but it should also be a vehicle thru which we can better serve HKB”H. This is what “achilah” represents. “Le’ita” on the other hand represents the exact opposite idea. Someone who is a “Lo’ait” is someone who is only interested in the physical satisfaction that food brings. He is not interested in using his eating for a higher purpose. This is what Eisav represents. When he came to Yaakov and demanded food, he was demanding the food for his own pleasure and not for any other purpose. In fact we see this played out when Eisav willingly sells the Bechorah for a pot of beans. As the gemarah tells us, by selling his birthright, Eisav was saying that there is no higher purpose in life. All of life is supposed to be lived for the moment and consequently, there is no need to possess the bechorah. This outlook of Eisav was handed down to his grandson Amaliek. The Torah describes Amaleik’s meeting with the Bnei Yisroel as “Ahser Karcha  Baderech”. Chazal learn from here that in Amaleik’s eyes everything is coincidental (from the loshon of “karah”). Amaleik believes that there is no hashgacha in the world and therefore there is no need to sacrifice for a bigger picture. Whereas the role of Bnei Yisroel is to spread the honor of HKB”H throughout the world,  Amaleik’s focus in life is to limit the honor of HKB”H. The self-sacrifice that Esther and Shaul exhibited showed that they understood that there is hashgacha in the world. They realized that life is not just about what can I gain for myself but rather  how can I better spread the kovod of HKB”H.  It is for this reason that they were chosen to lead the battle against Amaleik.
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